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Inspire the passion for learning and educating all students to achieve their full potential.

The Wyandanch Memorial 
High School Class of 2021 
proudly gathered for the 60th 
Commencement Ceremony on  
June 26. 

Alumni Lisa Pope and Jonathan 
Winbush performed the national 
anthem and the African American 
national anthem “Lift Ev’ry Voice 
and Sing,” followed by High 
School Principal Mr. Paul Sibblies, 
who welcomed the graduates 
with inspiring words. “Being here 
today is a true testament to your 
self-determination. You will go 
down in history, along with the 
Class of 2020, as the pandemic 
graduates. That title tells the world 
about your personal character and 
perseverance.” 

He went on to say, “You have 
taken on many responsibilities, 
mastered the art of multitasking and 
have overcome obstacles. You are 
officially a true Warrior. Anywhere 
you go people will know that you are 
a Warrior and can do anything you 
set your mind to.” 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Gina Talbert also addressed the 

students. “When you entered ninth 
grade, we had no idea a global 
pandemic would interrupt your high 
school career. You have remained 
strong, resilient and focused. I hope 
you meet the future with optimism 
and enthusiasm. Yes, there will 
be more challenges, but there will 
be even more opportunities. The 
scholars of the Class of 2021 can 
meet any challenge. Go forward, 
keep learning, do great things, 
support your community, love the 
people around you and always make 
us Warrior Proud.” 

Mr. James Crawford, Board of 
Education president, spoke to the 
importance of overcoming obstacles, 
following your dreams, working 
hard and being a true Wyandanch 
Warrior. “I am beyond confident 
that you can utilize the skills you 
have learned to be effective, adaptive 
and persistent citizens because 
Warriors are not afraid to dream big, 
to walk in their purpose, to protect 
all people from danger, to fight for 
justice and equality, to continually 
educate themselves and to achieve 
their goals.” 

Senior Class Valedictorian Nicole 
Graham and Salutatorian Leslie 
Escalante reflected on their time at 
Wyandanch and shared important 
messages of encouragement with 
their fellow classmates. 

Keynote speaker Vanessa Baird-
Streeter, the deputy county executive 
for Community Recovery for 
Suffolk County and facilitator for 
the Suffolk County Police Reform 
and Reinvention Task Force, also 
addressed the class, reenforcing what 
it means to be a Warrior. “I know 
that within each one of you, you 
possess a Warrior spirit which will 
ensure you will always put your best 
foot forward and commit to doing 
your best.” 

Before closing the milestone 
ceremony, 121 Regents Diplomas, 
With Honors and With Distinction 
were awarded. Principal Sibblies 
presented the senior class and 
asked them to move their tassels 
from right to left. With confident 
Wyandanch Warrior spirit, the Class 
of 2021 exited the ceremony with 
the motivation and tools to achieve 
their goals.
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Senior Class Valedictorian Nicole Graham and Salutatorian Leslie Escalante addressed their fellow classmates.

Class of 2021 Salutatorian Leslie Escalante 
and Valedictorian Nicole Graham. 

Keynote speaker Vanessa Baird-Streeter 
addressed the graduates.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Gina 
Talbert. 

Class of 2021 proud Wyandanch 
Warriors. 



Dear Families and Community 
Residents,

As you plan days filled 
with family, friends, freedom 
and laughter, please be sure 
to make time for learning. 
A nonacademic summer 
can cause students at every 
grade level to digress two to three months in their 
academic skills. Half an hour to one hour set aside 
daily can help students close learning gaps and 
perform at higher levels during the upcoming school 
year. Summer is an ideal time for students of all ages 
to strengthen their academic skills while still having 
plenty of time left over for summer activities.

The district’s school reopening plan is underway 
and we are taking steps to ensure a healthy and safe 
learning environment. 

•   Wash your hands often with soap and water 
for at least 20 seconds.

•   Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth 
with unwashed hands.

•   Avoid close contact with people who are sick.

I hope that you enjoy your remaining summer 
and we look forward to your return to on-site 
learning on Thursday, Sept. 9. 

Honored to be your superintendent,

Dr. Gina Talbert
Superintendent of Schools  

The members of 
the Wyandanch School 
District Board of 
Education are elected 
by the community and 
serve on the Board 
without compensation 
for three-year terms. The 2021-22 
Board of Education includes President 
Latesha S. Walker, Vice President Yvonne 
Robinson, and Board trustees Shirley 
Baker, James Crawford, Nancy Holliday, 
Jarod Morris and Charlie Reed.

The Board of Education has appointed Mr. Rich Snyder as the district’s new business 
administrator, leading the work of the district’s business office. Mr. Snyder has more than 
18 years of combined experience as an educator and business official. Prior to joining the 
district, Mr. Snyder served as assistant superintendent for finance and operations in the 
Bayport/Blue Point School District. The district’s continued commitment is to lead with 
collaboration, accountability and transparency. Mr. Snyder’s familiarity with school business 
operations and management is providing a level of expertise that is highly valued as the 
district continues to work hand in hand with the fiscal monitor.  

There have been several administrative changes for the 2021-22 school year designed to 
help foster the district’s mission: “Inspire the passion for learning and educating all students 
to achieve their full potential.” Congratulations and best wishes for a successful school year.

Lafrancis Hardiman Elementary School/
Annex (Grades Pre-K-2)
Dr. Darlene White, principal
Ms. Dianna Rivera, assistant principal
Dr. Kevin Branch, assistant principal

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary 
School (Grades 3-5) 
Dr. Monique Habersham, principal
Mrs. Tawanna Rice, assistant principal

Milton L. Olive Middle School 
(Grades 6-8)
Mrs. Valena Welch-Woodley, principal
Mr. Daryl Tue, assistant principal

Wyandanch Memorial High School 
(Grades 9-12)
Mr. Paul Sibblies, principal
Mr. Noel Rios, assistant principal

The Board of Education and 
administration recognized 12 retirees 
who were honored for their many years 
of service to the school district. A special 
congratulations to Barbara Adams, 23 years 
of service, Sharon Baker, 26 years of service, 
Ellen Benedetto, 34 years of service, Dorothy 
Bodt, 19 years of service, Martin Greene, 21 
years of service, David Holliday, 12 years of 
service, Wayne Hurley, 22 years of service, 
Gloria Matos, 35 years of service, Brenda 
Sexton, 24 years of service, Anzella Watson, 
23 years of service, Martha Williams, 39 years 
of service and Steven Zindman, 22 years of 
service. Congratulations and best wishes on 
your retirement.    

A Message
from your Superintendent

2021-2022 BOARD OF EDUCATION

New Appointments and Reassignments



The Board of Education, 
district administrators and staff 
honored three students from the 
Class of 2021 who successfully 
completed Stony Brook Medicine’s 
Health Occupations Partnership 
for Excellence program. Tatiana 
Fenwick and Nathalia Loscano 
both plan to attend Farmingdale 
State College through the P-Tech 
program, and Neissa Desir 
plans to attend Suffolk County 

Community College for Human 
Services.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Gina Talbert proudly introduced 
the Class of 2021 Top Ten Scholars: 
Valedictorian Nicole Graham, 
Salutatorian Leslie Escalante, Brian 
Corea-Castellanos, Neissa Elisee, 
Keiry Fuentes, Lisbeth Guevara, 
Evelyn Guzman, Jairo Mendez, 
Claudia Rivera-Ramos and Jennifer 
Varghese. “We certainly know that 
behind you are all your memories, 
before you are all of your dreams, 
around you are those who love you 
and everything you need is within 
you,” Dr. Talbert said.

Eighth grade students at Milton L. 
Olive Middle School celebrated their 
moving-up milestone on June 16 with a 
drive-through car ceremony. 

As cars filled with students and 
proud family members lined up in the 
school parking lot, Dr. Darlene White, 
principal, addressed the students. 
“Congratulations to our students on a 
job well done. You have worked very 
hard to accomplish your goals, and 
I look forward to handing you your 
diploma celebrating your completion 
of the Wyandanch Union Free School 
district elementary school program!” 

Board of Education members, 
administrators, teachers and staff, 
including Superintendent of Schools Dr. 
Gina Talbert, cheered and shared signs 
of encouragement and congratulations, 
while balloons, bubbles and music filled 
the air to honor each of the scholars. 

Guidance counselor Monique 
Demory proudly remarked, “Our eighth 
graders have been resilient. They have 

grown and they are ready to move up 
to the next level.” As students received 
their diplomas, she acknowledged their 
individual achievements throughout 
their time at Milton L. Olive Middle 
School and delivered an inspirational 
message for each student to remember as 
they start their high school journey. 

In addition to receiving their 
diplomas, several students were 
acknowledged with awards and 
recognitions, including Valedictorian 
Yeni Leon-Benitex and Salutatorian 
Sara Mejia. David Salguero Videz 
received the Principal’s Turnaround 
Award which recognizes a student 
who has made tremendous academic 
and personal growth since entering 
the middle school. In addition, several 
students received community awards for 
their commitments to academic growth 
and community service. The district 
congratulates the Milton L. Olive 
Middle School eighth grade class on 
their moving-up milestone. 

A Drive To Remember
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Latesha S. Walker, President
Yvonne Robinson, Vice President
Shirley Baker, Trustee
James Crawford, Trustee
Nancy Holliday, Trustee
Jared Morris Trustee
Charlie Reed, Trustee 

Dr. Gina Talbert, Superintendent of Schools

The Prekindergarten End-of-Year 
Celebration at Lafrancis Hardiman Elementary 
School recognized the achievements of the 
district’s pre-K scholars. The celebration 
included cars decorated with a graduation 
theme to mark the milestone occasion of 
moving up to kindergarten and honor the hard 
work and commitment of these young scholars 
during a unique school year. 

During a Board of Education meeting, 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Gina 
Talbert acknowledged this year’s SCOPE 
annual award recipients representing the 
Wyandanch School District. SCOPE 
Education Services, founded in 1964, 
is a private, not-for-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization, permanently chartered by the 
New York State Board of Regents to provide 
services to school districts in New York 
State. 

Each of the following award recipients 
were selected by the school district to be 
recognized by SCOPE for their outstanding 
efforts to ensure that, even under very 
difficult and extreme circumstances, the 
safety, well-being and education of all 
students were priorities.  

Congratulations to Ms. Tawanna Rice, 
recipient of the Administrator Service 
Award; Board of Education trustees Mr. 
Jarod B. Morris and Ms. Latesha Walker, 
who both received the School Board Service 

Award; Ms. Sandra Martinez, recipient of 
the Support Staff Service Award and Ms. 
Ellen Benedetto, who was awarded the 
Teacher Service Award.  

“On behalf of the Board of Education 
and myself, it is my privilege to congratulate 
you as recipients of this year’s SCOPE 
awards,” Dr. Talbert said. “During a year of 
unprecedented uncertainty, we appreciate all 
that you do for our scholars, their families 
and our community.” 
Ms. Tawanna Rice began her teaching 
career in the Wyandanch School District 
in 1999. In 2002, she became the assistant 
director of special education. In 2011, she 
became the assistant principal of Lafrancis 
Hardiman Elementary School.
    
Board of Education Trustee Mr. Jarod B. 
Morris was elected to serve on the Board of 
Education in 2020. Trustee Morris serves as 
chairperson of the audit committee.  
   

Board of Education Trustee Ms. Latesha 
Walker was elected to serve on the Board of 
Education in June 2020. In July 2020, she 
was elected, from among her colleagues on 
the Board, to serve as vice president.  

Ms. Sandra Martinez began serving the 
district in 2013 as the neighborhood aide 
for Lafrancis Hardiman Elementary School. 
She is also the translator and parent liaison 
for the school.        

Ms. Ellen Benedetto joined the district in 
1987 as a reading specialist. Throughout her 
34-year tenure, she has implemented quality 
reading instruction, intervention programs 
tailored to students’ needs and provided 
targeted reading intervention for Tier 
I-III students. She also volunteers to assist 
with the school’s community garden and 
environmental after-school program.

Congratulations to all of this year’s 
SCOPE award recipients.

Even a little rain couldn’t stop 
the kindergarten students of 
Lafrancis Hardiman Elementary 
School from celebrating their 
moving-up ceremony. The scholars 
proudly accepted their kindergarten 
certificates of completion and are 
looking forward to entering first 
grade. 

The fifth grade scholars celebrated 
the completion of their school year 
with a moving-up ceremony and 
caravan celebration. Administrators 
and staff proudly gathered at Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary 
School for the socially distanced 
event to present each student with 
their certificates of completion and to 
wish them success in the future. 

Celebrating SuCcesS

SCOPE Award Recipients


