
TIPS TO HELP YOUR CHILD SUCCEED 
ON ASSESSMENTS





• What is the lesson the author is teaching in 
this book? 

• Why did the characters act the way they did 
and what does that tell the reader about the 
characters?

• Encourage your child to give specific examples 
from his book to support his answers.

Tip 1: Read books with your child and ask 
questions that prompt deeper thinking



Tip 2: Read interesting newspaper articles with 
your child and discuss the pieces’ goals on the walk 

to school

• The goal might be to determine the argument 
the writer is making — good for identifying 
the problem that the author is writing about. 

• As your child reads, he/she should jot notes 
to keep track of thinking. 

• Your child can then write about what he/she 
reads or tell you as you walk somewhere —
even to school in the morning.



Tip 3: Have your child write a letter to 
someone filled with details and dialogue

• The more comfortable your child is with 
writing, the better, so get him writing 
about anything to anyone.



Tip 4: Encourage analytical thinking when 
talking to your child about pop culture

• Encouraging your child to come up with 
concrete evidence to support their 
opinions in real life will be helpful. 

• For example, ‘I prefer Harry Potter books 
to the Hobbit books because the main 
characters in Harry Potter books are 
young kids going to school like me.’





Tip 1: Turn walking into a game of adding 
and subtracting

• When walking on the street you can ask 
how many more blocks it will take to get 
where you are going.

• Make up fun problems, such as, if you 
start at 82nd Street and have already 
walked 18 blocks downtown, how many 
more blocks do you have to go to get to 
42nd Street?



Tip 2: Take out your wallet: Use money to 
make up math problems

• Money is a great way to work with children. 

• Instead of simply asking how much money 
you have when looking at a collection of 
coins, push your child's thinking.

• You can ask your child: 'I have $1.23 in my 
pockets. If I have 65 cents in one pocket, how 
much is in the other pocket? Or, if I have 76 
cents how much more money do I need to 
have $5?’



Tip 3:  Use the clock

• Instead of simply asking your child what 
time it is, use the clock to prompt math 
problems.

• Look at the clock. If you have to be at 
school at 8 a.m., how much time do you 
have to get to school? 

• Look at the clock. If I have 1 hour and 28 
minutes to get to school, what time does 
school start?



Tip 4: Turn family dinner into math games

• Under Common Core standards, students 
will be asked to use math in real world 
situations.

• If you can talk about fractions based on 
how much of a cake or pizza was eaten at a 
family dinner, this will help your child 
with the test.



General Testing Advice

• Make sure a child reads all the answers before 
responding to a multiple choice question

• Let your son or daughter know not to panic

• Help your child get to bed on time. Research 
shows that being well-rested helps students do 
better.

• Have your child eat a good breakfast but not a 
heavy one. Research shows that students do 
better if they have breakfast before they take 
tests.



Thank you for your time!


